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Introduction
Divorce is probably one of the hardest things you’ll ever go through. Even if you’ve been 
contemplating divorce for a while, the process is stressful. If you’re like most people, you want 
it to be as simple, straightforward, and uncomplicated as possible – and we’re here to help.

We’ll walk you through the entire divorce process, from deciding what’s best for your kids and 
dividing your property to representing you in court if you and your ex-spouse can’t reach an 
agreement. We’ll explain your options when it comes to child custody and child support, property 
division, spousal support, and other divorce-related issues. It’s our firm’s mission to ensure that 
your divorce goes smoothly so you and your children can begin to move forward with your lives.

If you have questions at any point, we’re here for you. Call us at 954-990-9307 now to speak with 
a caring, knowledgeable, and experienced divorce attorney who can help. You can also email me 
directly at scott@scottjkalishlaw.com.

Attorney Scott J. Kalish
Attorney Dara Jaggars
scottjkalishlaw.com
954-835-4865
5255 North Federal Highway
Suite 325
Boca Raton, FL 33487

mailto:scott%40scottjkalishlaw.com%20?subject=
http://scottjkalishlaw.com
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Is Divorce in Your Family’s 
Best Interest?

Many people – even those who are deeply unhappy in their marriages – aren’t 
sure that divorce is the right choice. And that’s perfectly normal, because divorce 
is such a tremendous change. You didn’t expect this to happen when you got 
married, and you may feel like you’ve let yourself (or your family) down. You might 
feel like you haven’t tried hard enough, or that divorce isn’t fair.

But you need to know that in some cases, divorce is the best course of action. 
When your relationship is unsafe or unhealthy, or when one party has “checked 
out,” it’s time to move on. 

There are several issues you have to consider when you’re thinking about 
divorcing your spouse, including what will happen to your children, whether you’ll 
pay or receive child support, how you’ll divide your property, and whether spousal 
support will be a factor. This book guides you through the most important issues 
you’ll face, explains some of your options, and shows you that there’s light at the 
end of the tunnel.

mailto:scott%40scottjkalishlaw.com%20?subject=
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Child Custody and Child Support

In the state of Florida, you have three options for figuring out where your children 
will live and how time-sharing (custody or visitation) will work, as well as who will 
have parental responsibility (decision-making authority) over your children: You 
and your spouse can settle the matter yourselves, you may use the services of a 
mediator, or you can take your case to court and ask the judge to rule in your kids’ 
best interest. 

Time-sharing refers to each parent’s time with the child. Most parents are able to 
work out time-sharing on their own, often deciding that the children will spend 
a significant amount of time with both parents by splitting their time between 
the two.

The law recognizes that kids benefit most from frequent and meaningful contact 
with both parents, so both fathers and mothers have equal rights to custody of 
their children.

Parental responsibility refers to each parent’s right to make major decisions about 
their child’s health and education, as well as the child’s religious upbringing and 
other important matters. Most parents share these responsibilities, as well.

mailto:scott%40scottjkalishlaw.com%20?subject=
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When parents can’t agree on time-sharing and parental responsibility, judges 
must decide. The law requires judges to look at:

• Each parent’s willingness to foster a good relationship between the child
  and the other parent
• Whether each parent can meet the child’s needs
• Both parents’ physical and mental health, as well as their moral fitness
• Each parent’s ability to provide the child with a consistent routine
• Whether a parenting plan is reasonable based on the distance 
  between both parents’ homes
• The child’s developmental age, needs, and abilities
• The child’s adjustment to the home and ties to the community
• The child’s preference, if the child is old enough and capable 
  of understanding
• Any evidence of domestic violence
• All other relevant factors to the best interest of your child

The courts generally award child support to the primary caregiver, which the 
other parent pays. The amount the court orders depends on both parents’ income 
and certain expenses. Child support orders also address other expenses (such as 
those related to healthcare, child care, and school tuition) and determine how the 
parents will divide them fairly.

The bottom line is that both parents are responsible for financially 
supporting their children. The courts will calculate both parents’ incomes and 
determine how much each parent is responsible for with the presumption that the 
parent with primary custody – the one who has the children most of the time – is 
footing most of the bill by making a rent or mortgage payment, buying groceries, 
and paying for other resources for the children.
 
Child support usually ends when a child turns 18, but it may continue until 
a child graduates high school or turns 19. And, in some cases, it can continue 
indefinitely (such as when a child has special needs). Although one party can 
agree to pay more child support than the court orders, you cannot agree to pay 
(or receive) less without the court’s consent. 

mailto:scott%40scottjkalishlaw.com%20?subject=
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Property Division

Florida is an equitable distribution state. When a couple divorces, all assets and 
liabilities are divided between the two in a fair and equitable manner – but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean that the property should be divided 50-50. Typically the 
Court will start from the position that property be divided 50-50. The ultimate goal 
of equitable distribution is to divide the property fairly, rather than in half. 

You and your spouse are free to come up with your own distribution of property. 
As long as the judge in your case finds that it’s fair to both of you, your solution will 
be part of your court order. The benefit to working things out yourselves is that you 
can choose which party gets which assets. For example, you may decide that you 
each keep your own vehicles, one of you gets the dining table, and one of you gets 
the china cabinet (and so on). If you can’t agree, you may wish to work with a 
mediator; and as a last resort, you can ask the court to divide your property.

mailto:scott%40scottjkalishlaw.com%20?subject=
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Spousal Support and Alimony

Spousal support – sometimes called alimony – is a payment one spouse 
makes to the other before, during or after divorce. Alimony can be:

• Rehabilitative. Rehabilitative alimony is designed so that the 
  lower-earning spouse can get on his or her feet. This type of 
  alimony only lasts as long as the court believes it should take 
  for the lower-earning party to become self-sufficient.
• Bridge-The-Gap. Bridge-The-Gap alimony is designed to get the 
  lower-earning spouse transitioned from being married to being single. 
  Bridge-The-Gap alimony is designed to assist a party with legitimate 
  identifiable short term needs, and may not exceed 2 years.
• Durational. Durational alimony is sometimes awarded when a couple 
  hasn’t been married that long. It’s awarded as a fixed amount over a 
  period of time that cannot exceed the length of the marriage.
• Permanent. Permanent alimony is typically only granted in moderate 
  and long-term marriages. It’s designed to help a spouse who isn’t able
  to reach the standard of living established during the marriage on 
  his or her own.
• Temporary. The court can award temporary alimony while divorce 
  proceedings are ongoing. Temporary alimony ends automatically 
  when the divorce is granted – and it may or may not be replaced by 
  another type of alimony.

mailto:scott%40scottjkalishlaw.com%20?subject=
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When considering an alimony award, a judge will look at each spouse’s standard 
of living during the marriage, how long the couple was married, and the 
economic position of each spouse. The judge will also consider what contributions 
each spouse made to the marriage (financial and otherwise), and will evaluate 
the financial impact the divorce will have on each party due to his or her age,  and 
whether either party has physical and emotional impairments that may hinder 
earning capacity or cause greater financial need. 

The Typical Florida Divorce Timeline

How long your divorce will take depends on whether it’s contested or uncontested. 
A contested divorce is one in which the parties can’t reach agreements on their 
own and must rely on the courts to make decisions on important issues, like child 
custody and property division. An uncontested divorce is one in which the parties 
are able to agree on most, if not all, major issues and reach resolutions without 
court intervention. 

Uncontested divorces can be over in just one to three months. However, contested 
divorces can take several months – and in the worst cases, several years. 
Sometimes, divorces start out as contested, but as the parties realize that the case 
is dragging out (and costing more money), they begin to reach agreements on 
their own.

If you want your divorce to be over quickly, it’s in your best interest to begin 
discussing important matters with your spouse as early as possible in the process. 
If you have a tough time reaching agreements on your own, you may wish to work 
with a good mediator who can help you cut through the emotional side of your 
case to reach solutions that work for both of you.
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Important Documents You’ll Need 
for Your Divorce
You may need to provide financial documentation during your 
divorce – particularly if you’re dividing a significant amount of assets 
or debt. Before you divorce, you should gather:

• Bank statements
• Retirement account statements
• Credit card bills (both individual and joint)
• Tax returns
• Proof of income for both parties
• Property valuations
• Mortgage or lease documents
• Life and health insurance policies
• Your prenuptial or postnuptial agreement, if you have one
• A list of your personal property, as well as property that each of you 
  owned prior to your marriage
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All of these documents can help you reach a fair agreement when it comes 
to dividing your property. They can also be helpful when one party asks for 
spousal support.

A Word on Communicating 
With Your Attorney

Your attorney will be there for you every step of the way during 
your divorce. He or she can answer your questions and give you 
case-specific legal advice. 

It’s a good idea to keep all your divorce documents together, in 
an easy-to-access place that you keep private. Whether that’s 
a file on your computer, a drawer in your office desk, or a safety 
deposit box is up to you – but you need to know where to find 
all your documents quickly in the event that your attorney 
needs them.
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Collaboration versus Competition

Divorces in which both parties are able to communicate with each other and reach 
solutions on their own are less stressful (and less expensive) than high-conflict 
divorces are. However, we know that it can be incredibly difficult to communicate 
effectively with your spouse when emotions are running high.

We encourage you to remember that both of you simply want to make it out of 
the divorce as unscathed as possible – you’re both just trying to keep your heads 
above water. Divorce isn’t a competition about who can get more or who’s going to 
“win.” It’s a legal process that ends in the termination of a marriage so that you can 
both move on with your lives.

If you can’t agree with your spouse, or if you’ve experienced domestic violence in 
your marriage, there are alternative solutions. You may be able to work with a good 
mediator (except in cases that involve domestic violence), through someone else 
you trust, or through each of your attorneys. As a last resort, you can ask the judge 
to decide important issues in your case. However, it’s important to remember that 
although judges are as fair as they can be given the circumstances, they don’t 
know you, your family, or your needs the way that you do – and both of you may 
walk away from the divorce feeling as if you’ve “lost.” On the other side of the coin, 
working together lets you both walk away feeling reasonably satisfied with your 
divorce’s outcome.
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You Can Do This

We know how difficult divorce is – but we’ve helped 
many people through it. We’ve made hundreds of court 
appearances to represent our clients, and we can 
represent you, too. 

Our goal is to ensure that your divorce goes as smoothly as 
possible. We’re here to answer your questions, explain your 
options, and protect your (and your children’s) rights 
in court. We can help you with child custody and child 
support, visitation, child relocation, parenting time, spousal 
support, orders for protection, and every other aspect of 
your divorce. 

You can call us at any time with questions or to talk 
about your case – we’re at 954-990-9307 
or scott@scottjkalishlaw.com

Scott and Dara
scottjkalishlaw.com

mailto:scott%40scottjkalishlaw.com?subject=
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5255 N. Federal Hwy., Suite 325
Boca Raton, FL 33487

954-990-9307 
scott@scottjkalishlaw.com
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