


The 10 Secrets To A Successful Divorce

As a Divorce attorney I have seen many people enter divorce and sabotage
themselves.

They come into the case with the wrong mindset and make numerous mistakes.
These people typically spend more money on their case, are more stressed, and by
the end are emotionally drained.

On the other hand I have some clients that begin their Divorce with the right
mindset. These people spend way less money, are almost never stressed out by the
process and at the end of the case are excited to start their new lives.

I’m sure that if you move forward with a Divorce you’d prefer to be the person that
is almost never stressed, saves money and is full of energy at the end.

After studying my clients, personally observing the opposing spouse during my
cases, speaking to other attorneys, and paying close attention to their mindset and
behaviors, I have uncovered the 10 Secrets To A Successful Divorce.

I am confident that if you implement the following 10 Secrets you will
dramatically increase the likelihood of having a Successful Divorce.

Good Luck!

Secret #1: Exercise Sound Decision Making

Divorce is like every other legal proceeding. Only 2 things matter: the law and the
facts. Legal analysis consists of matching up the law with relevant facts.

When you make important decisions you must base those decisions on both the law
and the relevant facts.



Decisions that are based on the facts and the law result in strong legal decisions.
On the contrary decisions that are not based on facts or the law are weak and
subject to be challenged.

When you make decisions that are not based on the facts or law (weak) they are far
more likely to be challenged in court and will most likely result in unnecessary
litigation. When your decisions are weak or unsupported they will cost you more
money to have your lawyer defend and will drag the case out longer than
necessary.

Strong decisions that are based in the law are far less likely to be challenged.
Additionally if they are challenged you will have the comfort of knowing that you
stand on solid ground which will reduce your stress and anxiety levels.

Secret # 2: Stay Organized and Don’t Procrastinate

One of the most common questions that I am asked during Divorce consultations
is: How Long Will My Divorce Take?

The answer depends upon many things, including the issues raised, the emotional
level of the spouses, the attorneys involved, and the judge’s availability.

If your case is contested then you will have to complete Mandatory Disclosure and
perhaps produce what is called “discovery”. This essentially means that you and
your spouse will have to produce financial documents to each other. Examples
include bank statements, credit card statements, retirement account statements, tax
returns, pay stubs, etc.

Too many people wait either until the last second to produce their documents,
produce incomplete records, and/or produce them in an unorganized manner.

When people fail to properly disclose their financial information during this
process it holds the case up for weeks and sometimes months until the attorney can
get complete records.



Delays cost time and energy. Receiving weekly emails and reminders about
missing documents is annoying and a waste of valuable time and energy.

Attorney time should be spent on focusing on your spouse’s financial disclosure
and making sure everything is there.

Secret # 3: Don’t Be A Know It All

For some odd reason some people think that the internet and getting information
from their non-divorce lawyer family and friends qualifies them to make important
conclusions about Divorce and family law.

Don’t get me wrong, educating yourself about the divorce process and the law is a
good thing to do and I highly recommend it.

People however get into trouble when they make up their mind about a topic or a
decision before speaking with their lawyer. You always want to listen to the expert
who is in the trenches everyday.

You want to know the why behind what they are telling you. You want to know
how they arrive at their opinion. This is related to Secret # 1 - you have to know
what facts and law that the attorney is relying upon in forming their opinion.
Sometimes there is an angle or an aspect that you are not considering or have
overlooked completely.

If you have made up your mind about something without even knowing what the
law actually is then that is a recipe for disaster.

Nothing is more upsetting than expecting a certain outcome and receiving the
complete opposite result.

Secret # 4: Keep a Level Head

This is probably one of the most important pieces of advice a divorce attorney can
give to their clients and prospective clients.



Divorce is undoubtedly one of the most emotional areas of the law. Situations are
often chaotic. There can be verbal and sometimes physical abuse. Children’s lives
are often disrupted.

It’s a real mess sometimes.

We are of course are all humans and we have a tendency to allow emotions to take
control.

The moment you let your emotions take control of your case is the moment you
give your spouse an advantage.

When a client’s emotions take over it almost automatically guarantees that the case
will take longer, cost more, and result in more stress for all involved.

Sometimes you can’t avoid emotions playing a real role in your case. I’m not
suggesting that you should (or can) eliminate emotions from your case. You have
to feel comfortable and know what you are doing is right. Sometimes only your
emotions can confirm this.

I recommend that you listen to your emotions, however, never make decisions
based on emotions alone. Remember your guiding principles for solid decisions are
the law and the facts.

If you keep a level head during the proceedings you will have an advantage.

Secret # 5: Don’t Be A Penywise But A Pound Foolish

In cases that are hotly contested you sometimes have to make difficult financial
decisions. You have to weigh risk versus reward.

Does it make sense to spend $2,000 on an expert’s analysis to save $60,000? Of
course it does.



Sometimes people struggle to keep money and time in perspective. They feel
uncertain about building a case. They don’t love the idea of investing time and
money into their case.

If you don’t invest in your case when necessary then you will likely lose money in
the long run.

Secret # 6: Understand the Finances

One of my favorite quotes is “Knowledge is Power”. I always feel much better and
have less anxiety when I understand how something works.

When you have a firm understanding of the process then you have less uncertainty.

You should understand how alimony is calculated. You should know how child
support is calculated. You need to understand the various scenarios that may play
out and what can cause the outcome.

For example, understand the different child support outcomes and the different
scenarios of how a judge can divide up your assets and debts.

Knowing the scenarios and potential outcomes will reduce your anxiety and stress
level.

We all feel stress about what we don’t understand. When you understand your
position and the potential outcomes you will feel better and more confident.

Secret # 7: Keep The Focus on The Children

For many people the most important part of their divorce case is their children.
Money comes and goes.

Divorce is disrupting and sometimes chaotic. Every effort should be made to
ensure that children are protected during the case.



One of the most important ideas in Divorce law is that a judge’s decision is what is
best for the children, not what’s in the best interest of the parents.

Too many people lose track of this crucial idea. Sometimes they engage in harmful
behavior such as using the children as pawns in the case.

When people make decisions that are in their best interests rather than in child’s
best interest it runs counter to the law.

When people do this it causes more fighting, which leads to time and money
wasted. If parents truly make decisions on what's in the best interest of their
children it will make Divorce much less painful.

Secret # 8: Choose Your Attorney Wisely

I think the single most important quality in an attorney client relationship is trust.
Find someone that you feel comfortable with.

You need to work with someone that you can trust to properly advise you.

During my legal career I have gone up against tons of lawyers. I have personally
observed lawyers engage in horrible tactics to benefit themselves and ultimately
harm their own clients.

Beware of the lawyer that offers advice that does nothing but throw “gasoline on
the fire”. In family law, cases are amicably resolved when both parties think
rationally and reasonably, not when they are fighting over nonsense.

Stay away from the lawyer that gets emotionally wrapped up in the case. These
lawyers feel like they are the ones getting a divorce themselves. The problem with
this is that if the lawyer is emotionally involved then they are unable to make
decisions based on the law and the facts. The lawyer that overlooks the important
facts and the law will get destroyed by the judge.



Interviewing lawyers is hard work. There are a ton of lawyers out there. You can
spend weeks interviewing them.

My suggestion is to go with someone that that:
1) Listens to you;
2) Clearly explains the law;
3) Regularly practices divorce law; and
4) Makes you feel comfortable and is someone you feel you can trust.

Secret # 9: Protect But Never Hide Assets

Every now and then I get questions from prospective clients that ask for my advice
on hiding assets.

For example, sometimes they ask me if they should transfer certain property to
family members until after the divorce is finalized.

This is NEVER a good idea. It’s a recipe for disaster.

In divorce cases, a judge has the power to “claw” assets back from third parties.
This means that a third party can be court ordered to transfer back the property in
question. Imagine your mother gets named as a third party in your divorce. She
would have to hire an attorney and the case would definitely drag on.

Additionally, if you are successful at hiding an asset from your spouse during the
case, it leaves open the possibility of your spouse reopening the case. How would
you like to have your divorce case opened up 2 years after it has been closed?

Under Florida law, if you submit a fraudulent financial affidavit then your spouse
can come back and reopen the case at any point. There is no time limit to reopen
the case.



Hiding an asset will hurt you in the long run and if you get caught you will ruin 
your credibility with the judge. Never do it.

Secret # 10: Strategically Use Your Attorney

You hired your attorney for a reason. You trust them. They are your expert on the 
law in your corner.

Use them to successfully navigate through the legal aspect of divorce.

Don’t make the mistake of also using them as your therapist. The majority of 
attorneys do not have dual degrees and licenses as mental health experts.

Using your attorney as a therapist will certainly drain your bank account and 
distract your attorney from focusing on the legal work.

Would you hire a plumbing company to replace your roof? Of course not. The 
plumbing company may have insight on roof repairs but they won’t be as effective 
as the roofing company.

Divorce is the same way. A divorce attorney can be a great person to talk through 
emotional issues but there are too many adverse consequences with this.

____________________________

If you take the above 10 items seriously and use them as your guide during your 
case, I am confident that you will have an objectively successful divorce.

If you found these secrets helpful please let me know. You can email me at 
scott@scottjkalishlaw.com.

If you think that you want to take the next step and move forward don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me directly at scott@scottjkalishlaw.com or call me at 954-990-9307.


